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“But you have said that you still con-
late suicide. »
“By’ that threat, &

in 0o other way.
1 dissuade Mr, B

rewster from im-

[| mediate suicide, T have ome weck in

which to prove to him that he may hon-
orably live. At the end of that time if 1

1have not succeeded he will carry out his
1desermination, T have

| a vow which
I shall kecp 1o siive him as he saved me
or to die as he dies. T'had not meant to

tell you this, For such geeital, into sthich

|1 was surprised by your unexpected guota-

tiond;ann the letter 1 can only lbeg your
ardon,

Do _you think suicide n brave -or maaly
thing?"" she asked.

“I do not. 1 should have endured the
unjust prison term, the world's wnjust
sCOrN. should have hived, done my

in the world's work and enflired ‘rnly sufs
fcrings as best J could, Phookvi. 1 bawe
sinned. 1 was weak., But I may plead
that the suddenness of my misfortune
caused my weakness. t I now con-
sider is differemt, [ am offering my Hie
to save that of another. In no other way
could I accomplish my aim.”

girl”
That evening Tyler related 1o Brewster
the story of his experience nt the bank.

| While thus employed a mes &r .came
. T Baﬂ

with a lctter from Catherine B
“I write,” she said, “in the belief that &

hand before carrying oot the dread deed
of which yop wrote, Tf such be—which
Heaven grant!—] command you, by
every sacred right, 1o desist. [ esteem you
no dess than before, for your perfidy s
counterbalanced by the fact that after all
lieved. 1 1 h:& - 3!
ong believed. grant your freedom an
nm‘glld of mine. 1 only ask that you will

I marry and not waste the yenrs of the girl

who loves and trasts you."' ;
“You are a very genius at bungling,

| Tyler,” Brewster said, when e fmd read

the letter, “You have seen Catherine and
told her t I am alive. That Hieless
note tells the tale. She is willing to sac-
rifice her happiness for the sake of mine,
Tell me the truth!  You have seen her?”
“I have. She 15 a noble and fevely
woman, and I marvel that you could de-
sert her™

“No doubt. Perhiaps you would marvel
less if you saw the other.” .

“I am going to see the other. I have
in my pocket the letter you were sending
her. That unhappiness has thus far been
spared her. 1 mean to test her love.”

“That is ‘not necessary, 1 know.”

“Make this test. Worite a check or draft
for 3 hundred thousand dolars, if yom
can do so, in favor of Miss Laughlin, = 1
will have it certified or accepted.” 1 will
take this to her with 2 note froms Hm

nder your assumed name, Say that Mr.
rewster, your uncle—so Sml.lj 1 ‘!_I:l:q—
tion may be pardoned—offers her this o
she will aceept it and give you honorable
release. 'i‘eirﬂtr_r thay you love her, bat
for her sake advise acceptance.

“She will refuge”

“Give me leave to try.”

“And supposing she would scoept?”

“NYou would return to Eour first Jove”

“Anna Laughlin is my first Tove. But 4
you mean Catherine Ball, it would do 1o
good. She never will marty me or any

1oﬂaer man, But I will do what you say¥’

Next evening, when the salesgirl re-

{turned from her work, she Tyler

au:uﬁ.ug

ster,™ he said, by way of 'inlrolncﬂmk “and
1 bri you a very fmpurlmt lerter by his
direction. 1 am 1o bear“away your
answer.”

Miss Laughlin, 3 sweet-faced givl, with
dark l:air anﬂc:ll violet blue eycs, was vastly

Brewster, but when she saw the familiar
writing her face broke into a smile,

h ed the letter and the ageepted
!1msftl‘:foull'”:i1 hundred thousand doliars - fell
O o e w ey )

isc, then turne e as \
fﬁe letter, At the close she coyvered her
face with her hands and moaned. Trem-
tialing. u}:ith gu:tc teacs, coursing fown
ace, she row aal
wrole a shﬁ note, it, addressed
B g i B sl

e knew her lover, and gave ylar.
He did not fail to note !fa she inclosed
the draft As he went from the door he
heard behind him

“What did [ tel

i “I will do what I can, she said. -*I pal
want to save Charles, I want to save you
dand ;f want to save the happiness of that

is possible that you may have stayed wour "

her, -
{ nm a fricnd of Mr, Charles Brew- 4

surprised at a_letter from the great Mr.

Life”

i

¥ do aol keep your word
shicey s Site Sovil ol and e
of your lowe?"

ve you forgatien Catherine Ball?"
"I 'lllveyo not. ‘But m-sWhn given
you your freedom and desires you te ac-

1.

IE T befieved ghat 1 svould be the hap-

iest man on earth, But 1 do not belieye
t. When I think of mzw would
be if At were 10 marty er, 1 can-
not live' and fecl the possibility 1hat T am
the living, daily conse of such grief in
another. Tyler, my , wou have lost. 1
relense you and will my Susturday-
mpt engugement alone.”

“l refuse %o aoccept release. But if two
women love you, two will grieve when

are gone.

“Grief for the dead can be endured.
More 1 knew that Anna woulld not 52l her
love for money, I kmow that she will not
marry me if 1 tell her the truth that an-
other woman lives unmarried because [
have been fnithlcss." 3

The next' day Edward Tyler called once
more on Catherine Ball o

"I have fai

:

iled to convinee hiny" he said,

e and grave. "It i not sanity which
makes him believe in your love him.
It is his profound unwillingness to take
chances ‘with your happiness and his desire
to give you the supreme proof of rer:m-
ance dor what, after all, was not Tis fault.
My life cannot be saved. His may. - T am
poing to sacrifice my life dor his. T am
fuiq to ask you also dor a sacrifice
Wrongly as hic has acted, e thas shown
his appreciation of what he has done and
is wi mglto die in what he fancies atone-
ment. i
sake of his friends, for his own sake, for
the worlks which he will do.”

“And what 8o you ask of me? What
can I do to assure him of what he will
not belisve?’ -

“I will ask that you will marry, or scem
to do so, that he may be convinced and
return to the girl whe Joves him. Listen,
Miss- Ball, to the proposal, fantastic
though it may seem, which dis
way of siving this man, in
hizs mad . Lot the minister e
called and rm a ceremony by schich,

is life must be spared for the Alaska,

ch is the only .

“¥From Death to o e
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say goot-bLye before you go."
The prom“ru was mafle mr 'r,?ﬁ again
sought the presence of the man whose fife
for a few days had been so strangdly
boumnd up with his. He found him m a
state of wild excitement and happiness.
“You have won! You have won!” he
shouted. "“We both are going to Tive. 1
iave 8 dattor Srom Catherire, s wint do
you thinkl What DO you think! - She is
married! Don’t know who the lucky chap
is; canf't imagine! Anyway, I am now
ience <lear and a litfle ashamed of
my t's all! Now what can I do
for you? Want to go dnto business?
Want any sum? Name it! 1 can’t do for
you what you have done for me, but T can
start you in any monty-making bisincss
you to nume, and all the old bk
derhinpz in the country may go ita

“thunder !

*1 would Tike,” maid Tyler, alter propet
congratdlations on Brewster's new frame
of mind, “to umdertake gold-secking ‘in
‘@n a proper part ‘basis. If
I win, you win also. IF [ lpse. you can
stand it,'and the prize is worth the rigk™
“Go ahead, n:'!ha-! L'l back you dn
anything you amnderiake ™
rewster.was insistent that T.{kr-lhauld
witness his wedding, but the Tatler per-
sisted in his desire to arrange matters for
an-early rturé and the business details

Tyler then went fo the words of
for the tme,

farewell to the woman
was legally his wife. -
He her of his arrangement with

in appesrance, your life will be united to Brew

mine. K will be in appearance only and
not for long, A mmrriage certificate will
be prowided to be shown, if he does mot
Lelieve, as he will, your fetter, He will
feel at last that he may live, A& few bours
more and yom will koow that my diTe has
cuased and you wil be .as free as ever.
None need know but the faithful clergy-
mna and your chosen witnesses, Even
for those few hours my name will mot be
a disgrace. My 13 were poor, but
there were none of better, more honarable
race. My own life has never been staimed
by dishonorable deed. The certificate can
be made beaning the name of Edward
Mitford, whole name being Edward
Mitiord Tyler. Thus Mr. Brewster would
fail to -unders 5o

“And would you really take your life to
save that selfish man who drags others
down to death with such «ticoncern?”
. "It is a madness caused by his suffer-
ing," Tyler responded. “Few care for me,
AN him, He saved my life. Why
should I'met sacrifice That which I owe to
bim slone?”

“Have you not a love, a sweetheart, who
would swurn you as Charles’s would him?
Nons_ for w you ypurself greatly

care?
-‘I‘ror'. face flushed to decpest crimson,

“I will speak the truth. Boyish fancics
aside, [ have never cared for any woman,
save one. That rm—mbn. my darking,
for 1 speak but the words of onc about to
e—is yoursclf. The feeling that T had
but a fow days to live has forced inte
hours the experience of years. I have seen,
admired, reverenced, loved. The sacrifice
of my life is less becausc if d lived the
greatest wish of my Tife never miglht be
attained.”

‘4 weill agree to what vou say.” she said,

a y.
A mote was dispatched and the minister
came ahd in the presomce of the older
sereants, who were pledged to séorecy, the
marriage ocremony was performed,  The
marniage certificate bore the 8
s profiuction was ry. Then
she woote a detter 1o Brewsler,

“] have been marnied this day,” she said,
“to a-man whom [ esteem shove all others
I have ever mel. Your folly in persisting
in ycﬁurhu:wuﬁpuﬁiﬂ das has-

1

S

you never known e 0 speak bt the 4

ster.

“I studied miniugcwhm T was in col-
fege,” he sald. “1 belicve that I ghall be
successful, and perhaps in a few years
may be a mich man, Meantive, 1 will
faithifully carry out your wish in the
matter of wiving yon freedom. - But 4,
after a few, years, I have won such a
fortine that you will kpow yours is fin
temptation ¢o me 1 will return and, onless,
yon forho&l will offer you courtdhip with
tlhc h_?pe- proving myseli worthy of your
ove. 4

“But #f you do not care for the fartune
which { have, why shoutd I care for the

one you are going to get?

“I don't think you wotld. 1 do oot
mean (hat"

“Yom mean that you would try by tourt-
ship to get me o care for o

“That -is what I mean™
. "Then why mu:e time by undertak-
ng your court at once, without going
tos&:ekﬂ Alaska is a dreadfully Song
wa i :
“But 1 promised (e give you freedom.”
“You promised 1o do as I wished in that
maker. [ do not wamt my 4

am your Are you going lo desert
me?" s
Casherine had hed

Alaska, to 'I:e' caten polar beara)
she gald, “bin 1 oo Bl 4 o
¥ " me zN0.




